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This is the second of an 
irregularly published 
news sheet to keep 
anyone interested in my 
research into the history 
into Oflag IX A/Z from 
1942–1945 in touch with 
developments.

I imagine no more than 
two issues of this news 
sheet a year, if that. If 
you would rather not 
receive this please let 
me know. If you would 
be happy to have this by 
email, again please let 
me know. It will save on 
postage costs.

I have circulated this 
edition to everyone who 
has been generous with 
their time and resources 
in meeting requests 
for information. Please 
feel free to pass it on to 
anyone you think maybe 
interested in the history 
of the camp.

Extra information about 
the march of Oflag IX 
A/H and IX A/Z would 
be gratefully received.

Contact
Peter Green 
7 Prospect Hill 
Old Town 
Swindon 
SN1 3JU

peter@castra.org.uk 
+44 (0)7866 727141

The routes of Oflag 
IX A/H and Oflag IX 
A/Z March 1945
Both camps were 
evacuated on 29 March 
1945. 

Oflag IX A/H took 
three days to reach 
Lengenfeld, where they 
would be liberated by 
US 6rh Armored, whilst 
A/Z took five days to 
Lengefeld and missed US 
troops by a day on two 
occasions.

The early days of the evacuation
The differences between the evacuation of 
Rotenburg, Oflag IX A/Z and of Oflag IX A/H 
at Spangenberg are now clearer. The men from 
Rotenburg left around 14.30 hrs on 29 March.

“....Eventually around midnight Oflag IX A/Z 
reached Rockensuß and their overnight billets in 
a large barn belonging to Wilhelm Grossgur. The 
villagers were friendly and the arrival of Allied 
POWs with chocolates and cigarettes was welcomed 
by those who could trade bread, milk and potatoes 
for the POW’s luxuries. The men had walked around 
18 kms. 

Meanwhile Oflag IX A/H had been delayed in 
leaving Spangenberg. They finally left at 17.30 hrs,. 
They had been warned that they would be moving 
on 27 March, but don’t get their final orders till 
29 March. Unlike Rotenburg that had an Oberst 
(Colonel) in command the senior German officer 
on their march was a Hauptmann (Captain). The 
Kommandant of Spangenberg had been recalled to 
Mühlhausen.

Captain R V Wilbraham’s unpublished manuscript 
account describes the evacuation of Spangenberg:

“We protest that without transport this is 
impossible, but the Kommandant insists and 
we have no option to prepare as best we can. 
Camouflaged staff cars, lorry loads of pioneers 
and flak companies proceed through the village. 
None has a gas mask or helmet; very few appear 
to be armed, or dirty, unshaven and obviously 
very dispirited...

Hauptmann Siebald informs us that we move off 
at 4.30 pm and the fact that he and Leutnant 
Müller will be in charge…

We spend the rest of the morning throwing socks, 
soap and clothing over the wire to the villagers. 
They scramble like animals for the booty, not even 
hesitating to jump into the creek for any articles 
that fall short of the roadway. 

The German guards look on astonished but make 
no effort to interfere. We gather that they view 
the prospect of a long walk with considerable 
misgivings…

Counted for the last time after a meal of tea and 
porridge, we move off in two columns at about 
5.30 pm. The women and children swarm round 
the gate as we pass through. Many of them are 
known to us and I shake several by the hand. 
“Auf wiedersehen”, they cry. Many of them are in 
tears – all of them waved their hands.
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My interest in the 
camp
My father, Alan Green, 
was captured at Arnhem 
and was in the camp 
from October 1944. He 
took part in the march to 
Eisleben. 

Lieutenant Frank Slater, 
Queen’s Own Cameron  

Highlanders,

Frank Slater was captured in 
1940 whilst serving with 51st 

Highland Division. 

Originally from Gayton on 
the Wirrel on Merseyside, 

where he returned after the 
war, Frank spent time in 

Oflag VII C, Oflag VI B, before 
Rotenburg. 

The drawing of Slater here is 
a self–portrait, but it is also 

provides a glimpse of the 
importance that music played 

in the life of the camp.

Darkness falls; we are lucky after a few miles in 
borrowing a wagon to carry out packs, leaving us 
only with great coat, haversack and food. Every 
hour we halt for 10 minutes; fortunately, it is a 
fine night. 

Some officers have already slipped the column 
and taken to the woods. The guards are just 
amused and make no attempt to stop or shoot at 
them.
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Oflag IX A/H would finally arrive at Waldkappel 
their first night stop at midnight. They had marched 
further than the men from Rotenburg, 25 kms 
against 17 kms. This was the beginning of the two 
camps’ different experiences. It would continue 
with the Spangenberg men staying throughout the 
day at Waldkappel and not moving till nightfall 
because of the fear of Allied air attack. With no 
means of identifying themselves as prisoners to 
Allied fighter–bombers they risked being shot–up, 
mistaken for German troops. This was a real 
concern. Oflag VIIB from Eichstatt was attacked by 
USAAF Mustangs during their evacuation, whilst 
RAF Typhoons rocketed and machine gunned a 
column from Stalag XIB, Fallingbostel. 

The longer marches by the Spangenberg column are 
less easily understood. Even on a clear night 25–30 
kms in the dark would not have been pleasant. The 
difference may have been caused by the presence of 
Hauptmann Siebald with Oflag IX A/H as against 
Oberst Brix with Oflag IX A/Z. Certainly towards 
the end of their march Siebald found getting his 
prisoners moving difficult. Once they were moving 
he would want to keep them going. 

For what ever reason, Oberst Brix with Oflag IX A/Z 
was able to ensure that his column maintained a 
slow but regular march until close to its end. 
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The people of  
Oflag IX A/Z
Currently I have reason-
ably detailed information 
on the following former 
prisoners, civilians and 
German military. Addi-
tional information would 
be welcome.

Lieutenant Edward H 
Baxter, Royal Army 
Ordnance Corps

Major E J A ‘Peter’ 
Brush, Rifle Brigade

Lieutenant H H L  
Cartwright, South 
Staffordshire Regiment

Lieutenant–Colonel  
Basil L Clay, Royal 
West Kent Regiment

Captain A Quas Cohen, 
9 Commando

Private Frederick W 
Daniels, Queen’s Royal 
Regiment

Lieutenant S Douglas, 
Cameronians (Scottish 
Rifles)

Captain Ernest L C 
Edlmann, The Buffs

Lieutenant Marcus 
Edwards, 2/2 Field 
Regiment, Imperial 
Expeditionary Force

Lieutenant Terry  
Fairbairn, 2/1 Battal-
ion, Imperial Expedi-
tionary Force

Corporal James Fuller 
Royal Northumberland 
Fusiliers

Lieutenant Hamish 
Forbes, Welsh Guards

Reverend George W 
Forster, Royal Army 
Chaplain’s Department

Lieutenant Alan 
Thomas Green, Border 
Regiment

Lieutenant Leighton 
McLeod ‘Lee’ Hill, New 
Zealand Expeditionary 
Force and YMCA

Lieutenant–Colonel G 
W Kennedy, East  
Surrey Regiment

Lieutenant W K ‘Butch’ 
Laing, Sherwood  
Foresters

Captain John L  
McIndoe, New Zealand 
Expeditionary Force 

Captain F H Muller MC, 
New Zealand Expedi-
tionary Force

Lieutenant Harry  
Roberts, Royal  
Mechanical and  
Electrical Engineers

Lieutenant Theobald 
Redway, Durham Light 
Infantry

Lieutenant Frank 
Slater, Queen’s Own 
Cameron Highlanders

Lieutenant A G Smith, 
South Lancashire  
Regiment

Technician 5 Grade, 
Charles Sumners, US 
Army

Rev Gunnar Celander, 
Swedish YMCA 

Major H Bormann, 
Landesschützen–
bataillons 631 

Obergefreiter Martin 
Christian Erhard, 
Landesschützen–
bataillons 631

Herr Adam Diegel, 
Rockensuß Volkssturm

Herr Rudolph Karl 
Funck, Rockensuß 
Volkssturm

Hauptmann Prosper 
Heyl, Landesschützen-
bataillons 631

Herr George 
Knoch, Rockensuß 
Volkssturm


